ZNDIA STRUGGLES FOK FREEDOM

real movement, when all objectives except "non-industrial cloth
making " and the preaching of absolute pacifism had been pretty well
given up, when even individual Satyagralia was called off, " in recog-
nition, apparently, of its ridiculousness," the Congress was found
bankrupt of leadership, and eommunalism as a mode of thinking and
feeling advanced rapidly and among all sections.5

We have noticed earlier how the Achilles heel of our national
movement,  ever since the  Khilafat days, has been the recurrent
inability to bring the generality of Hindus and  Muslims together.
The refusal of the Congress in 1937 to form ministries in coalition
with the Muslim League had left a sour taste in the mouth.   Things
went from bad to worse and Muslim discontent, both real and imagin-
ed,  accumulated against   the   Congress   administration.    In   1938,
the League issued the   ' Pirpur   Report'on "atrocities"   suffered
by Muslims at the hands of Congress ministries.    The catalogued
1 injustices' hardly amounted to ' atrocities', but the psychological
tension made even irrational accusations credible.   On December 12,
1939, when Congress ministries relinquished office in protest against
the treatment meted out to India in the war, the League celebrated a
8 Day of Deliverance' all over India.   The Congress was attacked not
only as an anti-Muslim organisation, but also ridiculed fop its political
timidity.   The League had not fought on its own two such vast anti-
British campaigns as the  Congress had done, but it boasted that
only the Muslims were really radical, that the Khilafat Committee
was more aggressive than the Congress in  1920-21, that men like
Maulana Muhammad Ali and Hasrat Mohani had left the Congress
ou'c of disgust for Gandhist equivocations on the issue of indepen-
dence, and that the Congress wanted with the British a bourgeois
political settlement to  lord It over the Muslims ever afterwards.
Most of the  Muslim youth and petty bourgeoisie saw the Congress
drifting into passivity, applauded the growing radicalisation of League
resolutions, remembered that specific trend in our national move-
ment,  when the Muslims had acted as a   religio-politieal entity,
and were won over to the League's perfervid and exaggerated formu-
lations.

At the Muslim League's historic session at Lahore (March 1940)
was adopted enthusiastically the Pakistan resolution, countering
Congress nationalism with the Muslim demand for the partition of
India. First mooted in 1935, it attracted little serious attention.
Even earlier, in 1930, Sir Muhammad Iqbal, poet and philosopher,
spoke in his presidential address at the Muslim League, of " the
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